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“ I t is a work of charity to shout: 'Here is the wolf! '  when it enters the flock or anywhere else."  - St. Francis de Sales 

Newsletter  (August 2008 - No 42) 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

NEXT “ SPECIAL SUNDAY”  AT ST BEDE’S – There 
will be no “Special Sunday”  at St Bede’s during the month 
of August 

SUMMER SCHOOL, ST CATHERINE’S TRUST 
(Ages 11-18) - Sun 27th July to Sun 3rd Aug. - See John 
Tennant or Tel: 079-1348-1014 

OXFORD - A celebration of four of our martyrs - 25 Oct 
2008 - See following essay, “A SAUCY FOUL 
MOUTHED BOOKSELLER” 

CORPUS CHRISTI  AT ST BEDE’S 

 

By Fr  Andrew Southwell 

“What does Corpus Christi mean to me?  Well, first of all it 
brings back memories of special feast days when we took 
quite literally what St Thomas Aquinas put so well in one of 
his Corpus Christi hymns: Quantum potes tantum aude - dare 
to do as much as you ought - giving Him due praise.”   This 
was written by Pope Benedict XVI in his book Feast of 
Faith. 

At St Bede©s we "dared to do as much as we ought" during 
our annual Corpus Christi procession on the 29th June.  Once 
again St Bede©s put on what is arguably the finest Corpus 
Christi procession in the United Kingdom.  The procession 
included first communicants strewing rose petals before our 
Blessed Lord, altar servers carrying lanterns and thuribles, 
scouts in uniform carrying their flags, nuns in their religious 
habits and Mgr. Leo White in his prelate’s robes, not to men-
tion a large congregation.  Four clergy carried the beautifully 
embroidered canopy over the Blessed Sacrament and Fr Bas-
den carried the monstrance assisted by Fr Southwell and 
Deacon Milligan from Norbury.  Trumpets and drums ac-
companied the traditional hymns and bells rang out to herald 
our Blessed Lord.  Three benedictions were imparted, the 
final one at St Bede©s Church where the altar was festooned 
with candles and flowers.  The final hymn summed up the 
occasion, Faith of our Fathers living still we will be true to 
thee till death. 

A note of thanks must go to Richard Luzar who provided the 
beautiful canopy and vestments and the magnificent proces-
sional cross from Rouen cathedral. 

 “ A SAUCY FOUL MOUTHED BOOKSELLER”  

By: Graham Moorhouse 

There is only one monument in Oxford to the heroic suffering 
of Catholics during penal times, in spite of no less than sev-
enty of our martyrs having associations with Oxford.  Ironi-
cally, this one tribute (see below) was erected by anti-
Catholics  

Near this spot stood the ancient 

Shire Hall 
Unhappily famous in History as the Scene in 

July 1577 
of the BLACK ASSIZE. 

When a malignant disease, known as the Gaol fever, 
caused the death within forty days of 

THE LORD CHIEF BARON (SIR ROBERT BELL) 

THE HIGH SHERIFF (SIR ROBERT D’OYLY 

Of Mer ton) 

And about three hundred more. 

The Malady from the stench of the Prisoners developed 
itself during the Trial of one Rowland Jenkes, a saucy foul 
mouthed Bookseller, for scandalous words uttered against 
the Queen. 

---------- 
Anno 1875 

J.M.D. 
pie posuit 

Rowland Jenkes, the “saucy foul mouthed Bookseller”  men-
tioned on the plaque was a Catholic printer who published 
devotional works and the like.  He was in trouble on the same 
score again later in London.  He eventually escaped abroad 
and ended his days in Douai. 

The bigots behind the production of this plaque were so anx-
ious to have it erected that, having waited two hundred and 
ninety-eight years to commemorate these events; they could 
wait no longer and erected the plaque two years short of the 
three hundredth anniversary!  Possibly, it was the restoration 
of the Catholic hierarchy that was the spur for this comic 
haste. 

Reading between the lines, their main gripe appears to be the 
injustice of a Catholic surviving jail fever when two eminent 
Protestant worthies failed to do so.  Personally, I confess to a 
certain perverse pleasure from learning that two men who 
made their living sending Catholics to jail (for no better rea-
son than that they were Catholics) should die from a fever 
caused by overcrowded and insanitary jails.  So there is a 
God after all! 

However, on Saturday 25th October 2008, all this will to be 
put right, because a plaque will be unveiled at 100 Holywell 
Street, Merton College, to four of our martyrs.  Joseph Shaw 
a fellow and tutor in philosophy at St Benet’s Hall, Oxford, 



and a friend of St Bede’s trads, is the principle moving force 
behind this event.  This time it will be Catholics, and tradi-
tional Catholics at that, who are inspiring this happening: so 
hopefully there should be no politically correct nonsense, 
offensive to pious ears, such as claiming that they died for 
ecumenism or similar unhistorical twaddle.  It promises to be 
a most splendid and memorable day. 

The four martyrs to be commemorated are George Nichols 
and Richard Yaxley (both secular priests) and two laymen, 
Thomas Belson and Humphrey Prichard.  All have been de-
clared blessed by the Church.  Fr Nicholls became famous as 
the priest who was smuggled into Oxford Castle to reconcile 
a highwayman to the Catholic faith on the eve of the high-
wayman’s execution.  The highwayman than caused a holy 
rumpus by announcing from the scaffold that he had become 
a Catholic whilst in jail.  Belson, a layman, came from landed 
gentry and used his knowledge of Oxford to help priests to 
find their way round the county.  Prichard was a Welshman 
and an employee of the Catherine Wheel Inn. 

The Catherine Wheel was raided at midnight on the 18th May 
1589 and all four men were captured.  This Inn was known to 
be sympathetic to the Catholic cause and the authorities had 
presumably had a tipoff that the two priests were there.  
Prichard, the Welshman, bravely strove to delay the entry of 
the authorities and was the first to be arrested.  The landlady 
was also arrested and spent the rest of her life in prison for 
harboring Catholic priests.  Unfortunately, we do not know 
her name, so sadly we cannot formally commemorate her. 

Another man who deserved to be remembered, but again un-
fortunately his name is known only to God, was a graduate of 
Magdalen College.  He was so inspired by the men’s courage 
that he accompanied the prisoners all the way to London and 
reported on their ill treatment.  For this he was consigned to 
the notorious Bedlam asylum.  It seems that to show concern 
for a Catholic priest was, for the Elizabethans, a sign of in-
sanity! 

The four men were taken to London on horseback, where 
they were tortured and condemned to death.  One may pre-
sume that none of them broke under torture because had they 
done so a spate of arrests would have followed and there is 
nothing in the historical record to suggest this happened.  
They returned to Oxford by carriage.  It is assumed that this 
was because they were all too badly injured by torture to ride.  
The authorities normally executed Catholics in London, but 
decided to take them back to Oxford with a view to putting 
the frighteners on Oxford Catholics - in the event, this objec-
tive proved singularly unsuccessful. 

They were executed on the 5th of July 1589.  Only Prichard, 
probably the least educated of the four men, was permitted to 
speak.  He simply declared, “ I believe all that the Holy 
Catholic Church believes, and what I cannot explain by 
mouth, I am ready and prepared to explain and testify to you 
at the cost of my blood.”   They were hung together on a gal-
lows designed to hang four men simultaneously.  The two 
priests were then quartered and displayed on the city gates. 

The day will start at 11am with a traditional solemn high 
Mass at Blackfriars, St. Giles, Oxford, OX1 3LY.  The cele-
brant will be Fr Dominic Jacob of the Oxford Oratory.  At 
2pm there will be a procession from Cornmarket to the site of 
martyrdoms, led by Bishop Kenny who will unveil the 
plaque.  The procession will then return to Blackfriars.  The 
day will conclude at 3:30pm with Benediction at Blackfriars. 

St Giles is in the centre of Oxford and is part of the main 
road through Oxford: it is probably less than 10 minutes walk 
from the main rail station.  Oxford also has an excellent park-
and-ride service.  However, if there is sufficient demand a 
coach will run from St Bede’s via Victoria.  The cost would 
be £20 for adults, £15 for children and young adults in full 
time education, and £10 for subsequent children in the same 
family.  If you are interested, contact Graham Moorhouse, 
118 Shepherds Lane, DARTFORD, DA1 2NN, Tel: 0132-
2409-231, Email: graham@cathud.com 

“ THERE IS NO SUCH THING AS A “ STRANGER” , 
ONLY A FRIEND THAT YOU HAVE NOT YET MET.”  

By: Graham Moorhouse 

Some months ago one of St Bede’s trads accosted a complete 
stranger after Mass with the words, “Would you like to join 
us for coffee?”   The rest, as they say, is history.  As a result 
of those eight simple words, the subject and his family are 
now heavily involved in tradition and he and three of his 
children joined the Chartres pilgrimage this year - and they 
are all looking forward to Chartres 2009. 

It is not my style to moan at people.  For one very pragmatic 
reason, it doesn’ t work, no matter how justified.  It 
undermines morale and put quite simply: it is bad “man 
management.”   Moaning barely works with children; it fails 
completely when dealing with adults. 

But that said, I am going to have a moan.  My moan is simply 
that traditionalists are far far too clicky, sometimes almost 
offensively so.  This was brought home to me forcefully 
recently when my attention was drawn to two “refugees“ 
from Novus Ordo-land sitting in the clubroom with the six 
trads who were on the same table sitting pointedly with their 
backs towards them!   Concerned, I went over and in the 
subsequent conversation found the couple to be delightfully 
open to tradition.  I know of only one other regular in the 
clubroom who regularly pro-actively steps outside his 
comfort circle to make strangers welcome. 

A cronacalist writing in the twelfth century had this to say of 
our Catholic forefathers in Wales: “ No one of this nation 
ever begs, for the houses of all are common to all; and they 
consider kindness and hospitality amongst the highest 
virtues.  So much does hospitality here rejoice in 
communication, that it is neither offered nor requested by 
travelers, who, on entering any house, merely deliver up 
their arms.  [  ... ]  as for those who arrive in the morning, 
they are entertained till evening with the conversation of the 
young women, and the music of the harp, for each house has 
young women and harps allotted to this purpose.  [  ... ]   In 
the evening, when no more guests are expected, the meal is 
prepared according to the number and dignity of the guests, 
and resources of the household.  Although the whole family 
is engaged in waiting on the guests, the host and the hostess 
remain standing, paying unremitting attention to everything, 
and they take no food themselves until everyone has eaten his 
fill, so that any lack may fall upon them.”  

I have lost count of the number of times I have had to go and 
rescue some poor soul looking lost and all alone in the club 
rooms.  This really is not good enough.  Traditionalists 
should be the benchmark for hospitality both inside the 
Church and out.  If we truely wish to practice the faith of our 
forefathers, we need to strive to recover some of their virtues, 



including that spirit of hospitality to strangers that so set our 
forefathers apart from pagans. 

It’s a sub-conscious fear of rejection that inhibits people from 
stepping outside their comfort zone and which renders them 
clicky, yet I can honestly say that only once in the last four 
years have I been snubbed by a stranger at St Bede’s.  And 
for goodness sake, allowing the fear of rejection to paralize 
one should be left to spotty teenagers, it’s not for big hairy 
fellows and grown women. 

Our congregations on our Special Sundays has risen over the 
last four years from around 70 souls to close on 200!  Our 
ambition is to drive it to 400.  That will be much more doable 
if newcomers are not treated as if they came with their own 
private force field that it was dangerous to cross. 

We should all cultivate the habit of not going down to the 
clubrooms after Mass until we have spoken to at least one 
stranger.  You will be surprised just how easy and natural this 
becomes with a little practice.  How can we become “Fishers 
of men“ if we can’ t even put the worm on the hook? 

Remember: eight words, “Would you like to join us for cof-
fee?”  resulted in four extra pilgrims walking at Chartres this 
year.  That’s just two words for each extra trad!  Pretty 
cheap, wouldn’ t you agree?  You will be amazed at just how 
much good we will do as a community by just becoming con-
sciously open and friendly to strangers. 

HOLYWELL 2008 

The LMS’s annual pilgrimage to Holywell, The UK’s very 
own Lourdes, and to the the national shrine of St Pio was a 
splendid success this year. 

 
Pilgr ims venerating the relic of St Winefr iede at the well 

Some fifty pilgrims set out early Sturday morning  (5th July) 
from Victoria.  Our driver was a slightly eccentric yet 
delightful individual who was as keen to participate in the 
pilgrimage as anyone.  Fr Andrew Wadsworth had kindly 
agreedto be our chapain.  

On the outward journey, we stopped at the lovely village of 
Ludlow on the Welsh borders for lunch.  We then proceeded 
to the village of Woolston in Shropshire in search of another 
well associated with St Winefride. 

We eventually found this enchanting spot 100M down a dirt 
track.  A timbered holiday cottage had been built over the 
well so I left the pilgrims on the coach while I negotiated 
with the couple in residence.  I felt that it may be a little un-
fair if they were enjoying a quiet holiday retreat to suddenly 
find 50 people milling around excitedly in their “back gar-
den.”   In the event they could not have been more charming.   

The coach driver delighted the pilgrims by showing himself 
as keen to get his shoes and socks off and paddle in the well 
as anyone else. 

 
William, a St Bede’s trad, smiling broadly while standing up to his chest 

in ice cold water ! 

 
Cameron testing the water  with 

some prudent caution 

 
The lovely statue of St Winefr iede 

in the Well chapel. 

We then travelled to Holywell proper and celebrated a pri-
vate Mass in the well shrine.  We then travelled the short 
journey to the Springfield Hotel and enjoyed an evening meal 
together. 

Sunday morning many of the pilgrims took the opportunity to 
bathe in the well before the baths opened to the public.  This 
inspired Cameron to have a go.  He approached this with 
some prudence, walking in slowing until the water was half 
way up his calfs.  He then beat a hasty retreat and finding me, 
announced solemnly, “Grandad, someone has put too much 
cold water in that bath!”  

 Pilgr ims at the National Shr ine of St Pio 

We then proceeded to Pantasaph, the National Shrine of St 
Pio, where we made the Way of the Cross together.  Two of 



the friars then helped out with confessions.  The friars also 
laid on a splendid buffet lunch for us. 

We returned to Holywell in the afternoon for the solemn sung 
high Mass in the parish church.  Gordon Dimon, another trad 
familiar to St Bede’s, served our private Mass and was MC 
Sunday afternoon.  This he did with his usual skilful, quiet 
aplomb that all but defines the man.  Then it was back in the 
coach for the return journey to London. 

“ ABORTION-FREE IRELAND HAS THE LOWEST 
RATE OF MATERNAL DEATHS IN THE WORLD”   

Rev. Thomas J. Euteneuer , President, Human L ife International 

Unsuspecting pro-life cultures are regularly assaulted by the 
"logic" of the international abortion promoters who push 
their anti-life agenda into every culture that will cave in to the 
pressure. Their main argument goes roughly like this: "When 
abortion is not legal, women have abortions anyway but in 
unsafe conditions and back-alley clinics with untrained peo-
ple who injure and kill them. All this death and injury is to-
tally unnecessary and we could just solve the problem over-
night by legalizing abortion to make it safe and keep all these 
poor women from dying." 

That©s the main argument which, in one form or another, is 
repeated ad nauseam by the abortion lobby to sympathetic 
healthcare providers, social workers, government leaders and 
the media. It can be an effective argument for legalized abor-
tion because people are generally more willing to sacrifice 
the rights of the unseen child for the immediate perceived 
needs of the suffering woman. However, that argument is a 
ruse. Abortion doesn©t work the way they say it does. In real-
ity, legalized abortion, besides killing babies, creates a cli-
mate of disrespect for women©s health that leads to a greater 
number of maternal deaths. Let©s take another look at the 
most fascinating and heroic case study in the abortion wars 
that our modern age has seen: Nicaragua. 

That marvellous little pro-life country in Central America is a 
good example of what happens when a country chooses a 
culture of life. Remember that Nicaragua made abortion 
completely illegal in 2006 and then reaffirmed that prohibi-
tion in 2007. The overall positive results for Nicaraguan 
women have been just amazing. The abortion promoters 
screamed that making abortion illegal would cause women to 
die in droves because of more back-alley abortions, but that 
didn©t happen. In fact, the opposite is true - fewer women are 
dying now! A recent publication by Nicaragua©s Ministry of 
Health noted that the overall maternal mortality rate de-
creased by 58% in the year that abortion has been made 
totally illegal. There were 21 maternal deaths for 2007 com-
pared to 50 maternal deaths the year before. This is a stun-
ning reversal! 

The lie that women will die from back-alley, "unsafe," abor-
tions is nothing but a scare tactic to coerce pro-life cultures 
into compliance with abortion. The truth is that abortion-free 
cultures have a greater respect for women and babies and are 
not subject to that degrading pall of killing that lies over the 
medical profession. In the case of Nicaragua, their rejection 
of abortion in 2006/2007 coincided - not surprisingly - with a 
greater provision of basic pre-natal services for pregnant 
women and accompaniment in childbirth which is what led to 
the surprising turn-around in the maternal death rate. Even 
aside from legal protection of babies, pro-life cultures just 
protect women better, it©s that simple.  

We don©t have to listen to the liars who tell us that legalized 
abortion is "safe." Women are much safer in countries where 
abortion is not legal. Abortion enthusiasts were never able to 
use the maternal death argument in abortion-free Ireland 
which has the lowest rate of maternal deaths in the world. 
They are also confounded by pro-life cultures like Poland 
that restricted abortion in 1993 and has seen a phenomenal 
increase in maternal wellbeing ever since. 

The abortion promoters tell us that certain abortions are un-
safe. They©re half right. Actually, all abortions are unsafe. 
The numbers don©t lie. 

REASONS FOR ATTENDING THE TRADITIONAL 
RITE 

The following letter was written by a young man who was 
born long after Vatican II and who recently attended the tra-
ditional rite for the first time.  It requires no comment. 

I have heard it said that sometimes you have to take a step 
back to move forward.  Having been born after Vatican II, I 
had never heard of the Latin Mass until only recently when 
our beloved Pope began to encourage more people to attend 
it.  Having enquired as to its whereabouts I decided to attend 
the Tridentine Mass for my first time.  Though somewhat 
skeptical at first I was actually blown away by its awesome 
beauty.  My initial reaction was: “ Why have the local bish-
ops been hiding it for so long?”  

To me it is like a totally different Mass.  The priest seems 
more dedicated taking great care in what he is saying and 
doing.  This is especially true during the Consecration as 
well as when he alone distributes Holy Communion, ensuring 
that exceptional care is taken to honor and protect the Sa-
cred Host. 

Another thing I noticed was the air of reverent silence that 
permeates the church. One immediately senses being in the 
midst of a prayerful community.  The music seemed to come 
in at the appropriate time and sounded compatible with what 
was happening.  It heightened my awareness of the Mystery.  
It was also my first contact with the rich and reverend 
rhythm of real sacred music.  Along with the scent of incense 
one could almost visualize the people’s prayers at times ris-
ing in a cloud of worship to God. 

Thank you Holy Father for the Latin Mass which I now at-
tend regularly.  In doing so I am becoming more and more 
familiar with the Latin language and its profound classical 
beauty.  My one wish is that the Latin Mass will be said in 
every church and in every diocese so that all Catholics can 
experience the same epiphany of awesome beauty and holi-
ness that I experience each Sunday at the Latin Mass. 

Mark Nelson, Toronto, Ontario 

THANK GOD FOR LADIES WITH TYPEWRITERS 
Extracts from church bulletins 

Father launched a new fundraising drive last Sunday with the 
campaign slogan: "I Upped My Pledge - Up Yours". 

THE WISDOM OF G.K. CHESTERTON 

"When a politician is in opposition he is an expert on the 
means to some end; and when he is in office he is an expert 
on the obstacles to it." - ILN, 4/6/18  

Editor: Graham Moorhouse, 118 Shepherds Lane, 
DARTFORD, DA1 2NN  Tel: 0132-2409-231  Email: gra-

ham@cathud.com 


